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be present at the greatest secret of danger"; but withal
alleged seriously "that it concerned him to be more active
in enterprises of hazard than other men; that all might
see, that his impatiency for peace proceeded not from pusil-
lanimity, or fear to adventure his own person."1

But no courage, however unprofessional, on the part of
Falkland, and no investment, however scientific, could shake
the resolution of the hardly pressed Puritans of Gloucester,
and help from outside was not long withheld. Pym was
alive to the importance of the siege. Peace discussions
were put impatiently aside. An appeal was made to the
patriotism of the London prentices. The Puritan preachers
vied with Pym in their exhortations. The train-bands re-
sponded nobly. On 26th August Essex set out from Coin-
brook and found himself at the head of 15,000 men.

The march of the London prentices under Essex to the
relief of Gloucester is the finest military achievement in the
Civil War. Marching through Bucks they had to give a
wide berth to Oxford on the left, and, harassed though not
delayed by Wilmot's horse, they swept round by Aynhoe,
Adderbury andChipping-Nortonto Stow-on-the-Wold, which
they reached on 4th September. The present Great West-
ern line from Chipping-Norton to Cheltenham follows closely
the march of Essex. The high and unenclosed table-land of
the Cotswolds ought to have provided splendid ground for
Rupert's cavalry, and he engaged Essex's force again and
again. But the spirit of the Londoners was unquenchable,
and steadily they pushed Rupert back. After two days' de-
sultory fighting they were in sight of their goal.

Meanwhile the beleaguered city was reduced to the direst
straits; on 5th September only three barrels of powder were
left; but by that time Essex was at'Prestbury, above Chel-
tenham. There he learnt to his amazement that the siege
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